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counselling you  to  stop  the   payment  of  Peter's
pence.'*

Two things will probably occur to a sympa-
thetic reader in connection with this interesting
State document, written, as we know that it
was, when the substance of the Pope's bulls
had already come to Wyclif's ears, or at least
the knowledge that such bulls had been framed
and despatched against him. One thing is that the
writer could not have been a fanatic, and was far
from losing his head through hatred of Rome, since,
when he had the power of egging on the Commons
and the barons to strike a telling blow at the Papacy,
he forbore to do so from motives of wise calculation
and prudence. And another thing which strikes us
is that this calculation and this prudence were by no
means based on selfish considerations, suggested by
the aforementioned bulls, for never had Wyclif
spoken or written in a more uncompromising spirit
of the claims of Rome, the independence of England,
and the freedom of the individual conscience. The
paper was addressed to the King and the great
Council. It would very probably be read aloud to
both Houses, and certainly the bishops would be
made acquainted with its contents, so that if the
Reformer's object had been to strike a bargain, and
to palter with his convictions, he could not have
done it in a more unfortunate manner.

The Parliament which received and acted upon
this remarkable compound of anti-papal stricture
and patriotic prudence was of course not the same
as that which had met early in the year, in which